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will not convert to some other religion, or that they will remain
“faithful” to the one they were raised in. I believe it is telling me
that the morals, values, hopes, and fears (or the lack there of) that
are instilled within us from childhood will remain with us always.
We may attempt to fight them or exchange them, but ultimately
they will never be completely removed from the vault of our mind;
they will ever remain in some degree a rule by which we measure
our thoughts, intentions, ideas, and our perception of others as well
as ourselves. But this doesn’t mean that we become imprisoned by
them and they become walls impossible to scale; they only become
walls when we become imprisoned by our complacency, our lack
of interest in growth and our failure to move beyond authoritative
learning.
The Importance of Personalizing Our Religion
Religion should be a very personal aspect of one’s life, but too
often it may only be in reality a social one mistaken to be personal.
Some may become enslaved by the authoritative portion of their
religion due to their complacency or lack of interest in seeking the
Truth that is found within and beyond its foundation. This complacency offers only a measure of security that is found in trusting
the authority of one’s lineage; then when faced with a difficult and
complex circumstance, which requires more insight than what has
been given by authority, strife and anxiety are experienced and one
is tempted to resort to blind faith in the word of their lineage rather
than in the Word of Truth - which can only be found by a deep and
personal search and application.
First, we must understand that there may be certain details
within our religion that we may not agree with, but this doesn’t
mean we need to change our religion or find a new one; we just
need to determine if we are able to understand the differences and
accept them without stifling growth. Every religion is made up
of various denominations. These variations are derived from the
maturity, experiences and values of the congregation as a whole.
One denomination may view wine as a spiritual drink when used
accordingly; yet another denomination within the same religion
may view drinking wine in any measure to be sinful. Now, both
denominations believe in the same Deity and worship that Deity
passionately within their shared faith, yet they are restricted by
some degree from congregating due to conflicting views, and may
even become hostile towards one another as a result of their intolerance. It is not necessary to explain this division on the scale of
different religions, it is exactly the same.
“But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good
from evil.” (Hebrews 5:14)
We are all designed to accept a certain measure of convictions taught to us by the authority figures in our life; and for most,
only a few of those convictions - along with our own newly found
personal convictions - are developed through personal reflection,

by
J. Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH

The Importance & Relevance of Religion’s Part in Our Growth
“The mysteries of the Great Universe of God! How can we with
our limited mental vision expect to grasp and comprehend them!”
(Albert Pike-Morals & Dogma)
The awesome mysteries of the Deity and Universe are not
found within the confined walls of religion. Although religion is
an extremely important foundation for any society and culture, and
should be respected and valued as such, it is merely a base or starting point that is provided to us in order to give us the hope and
the courage to seek out and discover the mysteries of the “Great
Universe of God”; but we are limited by our ability to comprehend them. Therefore, we are all still somewhat in the dark around
much of what we believe religion is supposed to offer, and we
often expect too much from the religions of the world. To know
our religion is to know ourselves; and to begin to know ourselves
is to understand how we construct and conclude our thoughts and
perspectives.
There are many great discoveries and theories around how the
human mind works, yet human behavior is so complex and diverse
that there is still much to be discovered around how one learns,
accepts and interprets their individual truths.
“Train a child up in the way he should go, and when he is old
he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)
This quote implies that our early development is strongly made
up of authoritative learning, which suggests that we may be most
comfortable accepting something as truth from someone we hold
in high regard. This type of learning is needed for setting a foundation around a topic that is somewhat or completely unknown
to the student, and the student is completely under the power of
the authority that holds sway over them. At some point in time, a
good teacher expects the student to move beyond the “authoritative learning” process and use their knowledge toward “scientific
learning.” In doing so, one can analyze and build a hypothesis
based on the knowledge and facts at hand, which empowers one
to gain an understanding of something that is considered to be a
mystery. The failure to move forward to the next level of learning
will stifle the growth process; this is true in academia, and in my
opinion is true in religion and spirituality as well.
Some may interpret the verse in Proverbs 22:6 to imply that
we are imprisoned by how we were raised, or that our adherence
to our “faith” or “religion” is hinged upon the solidarity of our upbringing. I personally do not interpret the aforementioned quote to
say that if one raises their children in a particular religion that they
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Editor:
Steven S. A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
James E. Wingate, 33°
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Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°
Valley of Shreveport:
Troy J. Jones, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
Gerald H. Houston, 33°
Valley of Monroe:
Wilson O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH

Program I: The Symbolic Lodge will
familiarize students with aspects of the
development of Blue Lodge Masonry and
explore some of its developing symbolism.
Program II: Scottish Rite History &
Ritual consists of six lessons, utilizing the
Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide and A
Bridge to Light (4th ed.).
Program III: Scottish Rite Philosophy
uses Albert Pike’s Morals & Dogma, Annotated Edition. The course consists of 33
quizzes, grouped into 10 sections.
The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I, II
or III and have received or should shortly
receive their certificates and lapel pins.

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Warren A. Hintz, Jr. 33°

Assistant Personal Representative for New Orleans

Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33° G.C. PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33° G.C.
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

James E. “Buddy” Pearce, Sr., 32° KCCH
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Will P. Gray, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
Ill. Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

As a rule, the five Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Clinics accept preschool
children who have difficulty speaking or understanding the spoken word or school-age
children who have difficulty learning to read.
Inquiries on age groups and program
offerings in specific areas should be addressed to the director of the local Scottish
Rite facility. Equally important, all services
are available regardless of race, creed, or the
family’s inability to pay.

Shreveport
L. Chad Koelling - Level I
Baton Rouge
J. Andrew Owen - Level I

Calendar of Events

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which

October - November 2018

Rite Care Eligibility

Supreme Council
2019 Biennial Session
August 18-20
Washington, D.C.

www.louisiana-sr.org
Jurisdiction Supreme Council

The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies
of the Rite, and over which countries no
regular Supreme Council has acquired jurisdiction.
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Orient
Conference of the Orient
Alexandria
Homecoming
Alexandria
New Orleans
Shreveport
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Monroe

Reunions

November 9
November 10

October 27
TBA
TBA
October 27
October 27
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
Southeastern University-Hammond
Hillary Johnson
Anne Elise Brian

Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana Monroe scholarship recipients were presented with their monetary awards, while attending classes. Caley Stone, Mallory Moore and Madison Caldwell
are the clinicians, studying for their Masters Degree in Speech and Language Disorders,
who provide therapy at our Learning Center.

Louisiana State University-Shreveport
Grace McGill
Courtney Davis

2018-2019 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Foundation

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
William V. King, 33°
James E. Wingate, 33°
E. Louis McGee, 33°

Ex-Officio Officers

Chairman of the Board :
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

William J. Mollere, 33°
Ralph H. Owens, 33°
I. C. Turnley, Jr., 33°
Neil R. Crain, 33°

James H. Morgan, III
Harry C. Northrop, III
Clayton J. Borne, III
Samuel B. Owens

Jimmie Dean Dunkin
Woody D. Bilyeu
Martin J. Reinschmidt
D. Randall Terrell

Elected Members

Madison Caldwell

Appointed Members

Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr.
Jay W. Owensby
Gary L. Gribble
Christopher E. Cannon
Roy B. Tuck, Jr.-Emeritus

Investment Committee

Woody D. Bilyeu - Chairman
Jason K. Rigsby
Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Martin J. Reinschmidt
Ion Lazar
Ballard L. Smith
H. Edward Durham

Speech Scholarship Committee

Richard B. Smith - Chairman
Howard L. Dalton, Jr.
Leroy George Stenzel
Max P. Adame
Gregory L. Bruce
John C. Miller
Edward A. Reine, Sr.
Gary L. Gribble
John D. Autry, Sr.

Engineering Scholarship Committee

Caley Stone

Richard B. Smith-Chairman
Neil R. Crain
Ralph H. Owens
E. Louis McGee
Anthony Radosti

Wills and Legacies

Travis M. Holley
W. James Hill, III
Patrick C. Kelly
Ralph T. Rabalais
J. Bradley Dill
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ligion by acquiring a sense of “confirmation” through converting
another from their own religion. This type of confirmation is only
supported by numbers and not Truth found within the religion.
Some feel obligated to convert all souls due to the authority they
have given to their religion; however, this often prevents sincerity, and usually spurns intolerance. An attempt to convert a person from their religion ultimately insults the lineage and culture
of both parties involved. A conversion should only be initiated by
the Spirit that calls upon them from within, if it is even needed,
and that voice is never the voice of a stranger. We should encourage one another to practice, know and understand one’s religion so
that one may perfect it; and we would all do well to be inspired and
learn from the religion that is practiced by others that are within
our communication. Indeed, it does the soul good to understand
and relate to the religion of one’s neighbor.
One should never confuse one’s religion with Truth, or feel that
Truth can only be found through their religion alone; therefore,
tolerance should never be mistaken to be a weakness – it is a reflection of Understanding and Wisdom, which comes from Truth. I
believe that much of the intolerance experienced can be attributed
to the retardation of one’s personal growth by remaining in a state
of “authoritative learning.” Religion is merely a vehicle by which
an individual or community can perfect their Faith, not define it.
“No man is truly wise who is not kind and courteous, charitable in his construction of men’s motives, lenient and distrustful of
his own abilities to resist the allurements of temptation, and afraid
of the mighty influences of prejudice and passion.” (31°-Inspector
Inquisitor)
True Worship Levitates Above Religion
The beauty in Freemasonry is that it does not leave us to the
vices and misinterpretations of our upbringing (and we all have
them), but it provides a venue by which we may overcome them,
and further master and share our strengths and support with one
another. We all bring into our Craft the successes and failures of
our tutelage, our interpretations of our religions, and our opinions
of what makes one noble. We then compare those things against all
the great teachings and philosophies that Freemasonry has brought
together from around the world and from age to age throughout
the centuries, and we begin to identify with the brightness that is
within us all which is provided to us by the Deity and developed
by our experiences, morals, values, and faith; we also begin to
identify with the dullness that is within us all which is caused by
our instilled or learned prejudices, fears, and our short sightedness. As we humble ourselves by the light of these teachings, we
patiently begin to realize that the mastering and bridling of the ego
is essential to enlightenment.
“Masonry is a worship; but one in which all civilized men can
unite; for it does not undertake to explain or dogmatically to settle
those great mysteries that are above the feeble comprehension of
our human intellect.” (Albert Pike-Morals & Dogma)

continued from front page
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study, and prayer. If we do not contribute enough time and effort
to personal reflection, study, and prayer around our convictions,
they may remain authoritative - making it difficult for us to be
able to experience the guidance and protective power of a personal
conviction. If we are bound by a conviction we have little or no
understanding of, we may be tempted to allow a larger measure of
leniency for ourselves in the offense that the conviction is designed
to prevent – regardless of the authority behind it - and ultimately
find ourselves consumed by evil and in need of deliverance while
failing to acknowledge our descent because we are blinded by our
lack of understanding – leaving us confused, discouraged, and defeated.
The Need for Restriction& the Familiar
We are all created with restrictions. Our existence as we know
it depends upon gravitational pulls and limitations; therefore,
we find our security within boundaries. Even within the womb
we stretched and kicked until we found our limits, and we grew
stronger because of it. When we outgrew and were delivered from
the limits of the womb, we were not secure until we were cradled within the embrace of the authoritative figure from this “new
world” who wrapped us tightly in a blanket providing us with that
familiar sensation of the previous world, and now we must adjust
to a new set of restrictions, freedoms, responsibilities and wonder.
We are constantly curious and testing our own limits, yet cling
to what is familiar. In space, where the environment is somewhat
different from earth’s, we long to venture out so that we can learn
from it and unlock its mysteries; yet we refrain from subjecting
ourselves to completely abandoning the security of being able to
return home, even though space is part of our home. We all recognize the need to cling to what is known, and there is nothing wrong
with this - it is completely natural, but expansion and growth is not
obtained when we imprison ourselves by the familiar.
“We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other
things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard…”
(President John F. Kennedy)
So, it is not common for anyone to intellectually question or
move beyond the religion they have accepted; many feel that doing
so would cause a level of insecurity that they are not comfortable
with or willing to endure. Some may feel obligated to preserve
their religion by exercising their Faith within the boundaries of the
religion it rests in. I believe that sometimes we may confuse the
practicing of our morals and values as exercising our Faith; and
we may sometimes interpret our zeal and intolerance as being true
to our religion and Faith - when in reality it may actually reveal
a deficiency. If we do not intuitively question the practices, ceremonies, and rituals within our own religion and stretch our minds
beyond our comfort zone, we will never be able to fully understand
and appreciate them in a way that contributes to personal growth,
which can only be experienced from a deeper level of thought. We
must move beyond the “authoritative learning” without abandoning its foundation.
The Need for Tolerance
“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and
sincere.” (James 3:17)
Some may gain a sense of false security within their own re-

Fraternally yours,
Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles
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Valley of New Orleans News

Chartered April 7, 1811
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2018 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

K. Joseph Kueck. 32° KCCH
Kenneth K. Bell, Jr., 32° KCCH
Freddie J. Touchet, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Dave H. Krasner, 32° KCCH
Nelson J. Ardoin 32°
Charles R. Smith, 32° KCCH

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
433 Metairie Road - Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70005
Sect’y: Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°
Tel: (504) 835-3780
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2018 Membership Fees are due!
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
7:30 PM
6209 3rd Street Harahan, LA 70123
(Louisiana Lodge #102)

Wednesday, October 3rd
Feast of Tishri
Tuesday, October 23rd
Advisory Conference - 5pm

Wednesday, November 7th

Nomination and Election of Officers

Wednesday, December 5th
Holiday Celebration

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Stephen M. Bryant, 32°
Ion Lazar 33°
Stuart M. Smith 32°

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Adam G. Krolikowski, 32°
Prior:		
John C. Miller, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Charles R. Bertrand, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies
Ion Lazar, 33°
Secretary All Bodies
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°

Personally Speaking

Saturday October 27th and Sunday October 28th, circle those days on your calendar.
Why you ask, those are the dates of our next
Reunion. We will once again join with our
brothers in Baton Rouge and conferred some
of the higher degrees of the Scottish Rite on
those Master Masons who which to join us
in Scottish Rite.
Many of you may ask, why do we keep
going to Baton Rouge to hold our reunions,
why can’t we do them here in New Orleans.
Well the answer is twofold. By going to
Baton Rouge, we are able to confer some of
the degrees that we here in New Orleans do
not have the teams to do so and by going to
Baton Rouge we can make it more beneficial
by have a larger class and to allow not only
the new Scottish Rite Masons, but some of
us older Scottish Rite Masons to meet and
share fellowship with our brothers in Baton
Rouge. Remember my brothers, Masonry
is about Fellowship and Brotherly Love.
Hopefully one day we will be able to have
a Joint Reunion in our Valley and invite
the Valley of Baton Rouge and the other
Valleys to come to our house and share the
experience.
Hope to see you at our next meeting.
Fraternally yours,
Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III 33°
Personal Representative
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Venerable Master’s Message

As both our Personal Representative and
our General Secretary have stated in their
messages the focus now is the upcoming reunion in Baton Rouge on October 27, 2018.
Remember all petitions and fees must be in
by our October meeting, October 3, 2018,
as we must vote on all our candidates prior
to the day of the reunion.
Also, we are getting to that time of year
when we need to start thinking about election the leaders of the four bodies for the
coming year. Remember we will hold election of officers in November and then install
the new officers at our December meeting.
If you are interested in being considered for
one of the vacant chairs, please submit your
masonic resume to our General Secretary.
You can either do it by mail: New Orleans
Scottish Rite 433 Metairie Road Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70005 or by email at nosrt@
bellsouth.net
If you have not been to a meeting in a
while, come out to a meeting and see what
you have been missing.

Fraternally,
Klause “Joe” Kueck, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master

From The Secretary’s Desk

Well to quote an old saying, “You can’t
fool mother nature, but she can sure fool
you”, and she did just that to us in September. After hearing all the information from
the local television weather personnel and
after hearing all the reports from the National Weather Service about how bad the
weather could be on the night of our last
meeting, your Personal Representative and
I made the decision to cancel our September meeting. Thankfully the tropical storm
stayed to our east and our weather was just
a typical summer night.
By now you should have received your
2019 dues renewal notice from the Supreme
Council in Washington, DC. Thanks to all
of you that have paid your 2018 dues. Howcontinued page 10

In Memoriam
God Is Great!
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
From The Secretary’ Desk

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple

725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Our Shreveport Foundation held a fund
raiser, raffling a Browning Grade 1 Semiautomatic 22 rifle. Ed Horton, 32° KStA
held the winning ticket! The foundation
raised $2,500.00 from the sales, dedicated
for the building preservation fund. We
would like to thank all of the participants
who supported the Foundation with their
ticket purchases. We will continue to have
raffles and other means of raising funds to
maintain our beautiful Scottish Rite Building.

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
accepts MC & Visa!

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, October 9th

29th Degree Presentation

6:00 PM

Tuesday, November 13th

50 Year Membership Recognition 6:00 PM

Tuesday, December 11th

4th Degree Presentation
6:00 PM
Election & Installation of Officers
The KCCH Club meets during the January,
April, July & October meetings.

2018 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Christopher E. Cannon, 32°
John F. Knox, Jr., 32° KCCH
John C. Sharlow, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth M. Hamm, 32° KCCH
Albert G. Simms, Jr., 32°
Troy J. Jones, 32° KCCH

L:R - Gary Gribble, 33° General Secretary and Ed
Horton, 32° KStA

The House of the Temple Historic Preservation Foundation, Inc. was created by
the Supreme Council, 33°, to maintain,
support, and enhance the House of the
Temple as an architectural landmark and as
the national headquarters of the Southern
Jurisdiction of Freemasonry.
Christopher E. Cannon, 32° KStA Venerable Master recently made a donation to
the Preservation Foundation. Ballard L.
Smith 33º G. C.-Personal Representative
presented Brother Cannon with a certificate
for his donation to the House of the Temple
historic Preservation Foundation.

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David L. Culligan 32° KCCH
Bradley T. Smith, 32°
John R. Cunningham, 32°

Venerable Master’s Message

You are here to think, if you can think;
to learn, if you can learn.
As we approach Fall of 2018, we near
the month of Tishri and its corresponding
feast. Historically, this season and the accompanying feast not only celebrates the
completion of Solomon’s Temple, but also
the completion of another year of Scottish
Rite instruction, initiation, service, and
self-improvement.
This season, we have much to celebrate
in the Shreveport Valley. We have successfully cleared several plots land for the future construction and the beautification of
our property. We saw one of our brothers
receive the distinction of being awarded the
Holy Land Pilgrimage from our esteemed
brothers of the York Rite. We have introduced degrees and philosophical education
programs at nearly every stated meeting,
which has increased attendance and participation. We have doubled our efforts to engage the families and friends of our Valley
by focusing our attention on creating open
meetings. These meetings have proved to
be both rewarding and interesting to the
public and non-Masons.
Our focus on family, friends, well performed degrees, and philosophical education have seemed to have made all the difference in our members. We’ve also been
pleased to find that these changes have attracted new aspirants from all over the 1st
Masonic District. This was evident at most
recent reunion, where we created more
Masters of the Royal Secret in one reunion
than we have in over a decade. The Knights
of St Andrew remain a strong and energetic
force among the brethren and consistently
perform outstanding service at every gathering.
continued page 10

In Memoriam

Percy Marion Alexander, Jr.
Madison Pool Box
Eugene Guillot, Jr.
Marion Douglas Jones
Byron Vincent
Jimmie Rex Weaver
Lauren Louie Wreyford

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
J. David Maxey, Sr., 32°
Prior:		
Stephen C. Caskey, 32°
Preceptor:
Charles R. Smith, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
E. Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L. Gribble, 33°
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Frank M. Bult, Jr., 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscottishritebodies@yahoo.com

2018 Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events
Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, October 17th
Master Craftsman Program

Wednesday, November 21st
Thanksgiving Program

Wednesday, December 19th

Election of Officers
Holiday Celebration
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

The pleasant weather in the months of
October and November are a welcomed relief from the hot days of summer. They also
remind us that the year is rapidly drawing
to an end. Nonetheless, the Lake Charles
Scottish Rite Bodies continue to actively
provide programming and services to our
members throughout the year.
October 17. 2018 is the date for the stated
monthly meeting of the Valley. Brother
Elton Blanchard, 32° KCCH will host a
program on the Scottish Rite’s Master
Craftsman Program. This member educational program was developed by several of
the leading Masonic scholars of our time.
It not only provides a more in-depth study
of the 29 degrees in the Scottish Rite, it
also provides a deep dive into the history,
symbolism, and allegorical meaning of
the Blue Lodge degrees. This program is
the cornerstone study for all Masons, as a
comprehensive series of lessons that require
more than mere rote memorization. The
essay questions on the tests require the member to reflect and express in their own words
what they perceive as the true meaning of
the degrees. Brother Blanchard will cover
the program and explain in detail how this
powerful learning series makes you a better
informed, more aware Mason.
Friday November 9, 2018, the officers
of the five Valleys in Louisiana will meet
for the semiannual leadership conference
in Alexandria, known as the Conference
of the Orient. It is a time when each Valley
can share what is going on, both good and
bad, in their respective Valleys, and we can
plan activities that involve all five Valleys to
unify the Scottish Rite in Louisiana.
Saturday, November 10, 2018, will be
the Statewide Homecoming Meeting in
Alexandria at the Best Western Conference
Center on MacArthur Drive. Each Valley
will provide a degree that is not one of the
five required degrees to confer that day. This
gives Scottish Rite members an opportunity
to see a degree that does not normally occur
at one of their home reunions and receive
a passport stamp toward completing the
passport degree program. It is an exciting
time with abundant opportunities to learn
7

new lessons from these degrees and meet
new Scottish Rite brethren.
On Wednesday, November 21, 2018,
our General Secretary, Brother Frank M.
“Dickie” Bult, Jr., 32° KCCH, will host a
Thanksgiving Program. This being the day
before Thanksgiving, this program will call
us to remember that the Great Architect of
the Universe has provided us with many
blessings. While we should never take
our blessings for granted, it is fitting that
we should all spend a special day with the
people we love to observe and celebrate
these blessings by giving thanks to the One
from whom they originate.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33° G.C.
Personal Representative

2018 Officers

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

J. Braxton Cole, 32° KCCH
Elton J. Blanchard, 32° KCCH
Oscar Abshire, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jeffery S. Haley, 32°
Clyde C. Fletcher 32°
John W. Derby, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander:
Harry C. Northrop, III, 33°
1st Lt. Commander: George A. Wilkinson, 32° KCCH
William W. Bailey, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Max P. Adame, 32°
Terrell D. Fowler, 33°
Errol B. Cheramie. 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
J. Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Frank M. “Dickie” Bult, Jr., 32° KCCH

In Memoriam

Larry W. Hargett
Philip H. Thibodeaux
Walter J. Helms
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: James E. Wingate, 33°
Tel: 225-953-8556
Email: BRScottishRite@att.net

2018 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE!!!
Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, October 8th
Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 12th
Veterans Day Program

Saturday, November 17th
Widows Luncheon

11am - 2pm

Monday, December 10th

Election of Officers
St. John Evangelist program

2018 Officers

Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
R. Shane Marchand, 32°
Senior Warden:
Richard L. Fox, 32°
Junior Warden:
Timothy E. Ackermann, 32° KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Stuart R. Averitt, 32°
V. Eugene Dawson, 32°
Jason K. Rigsby, 32°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Glenn L. Juneau. 32°
W. Dale Artigue, 32°
Monty L. Reed, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Timothy P. Sibley, 32°
Prior:		
James M. Stockner, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Ronald Mulligan, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F. Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
James E. Wingate, 33°

Yes, the Fall Season is finally upon us. It
is a time of year we harvest from our labors,
celebrate the blessings we receive from God,
and look forward to cooler weather. I am
still waiting for the cooler weather to arrive!
The Fall Season is a time of harvest, but it
is also a time to remember how we got to
where we are now. It is from the labors of
those that came before us. All the planning,
fund raising, volunteer work and oversight
of so many different projects during the past
50-years. Most of those brothers who were
involved in these activities have passed on to
be with our heavenly Father. Therefore, we
celebrate their memories and rejoice in the
many blessing left to us by their labors. An
example of this is the Celebration of Feast of
Tishri. A time to remember and honor those
who serve and those who labored to offer the
many wonderful blessing we as Scottish Rite
Masons enjoy today. The Valley of Baton
Rouge will celebrate the Feast of Tishri on
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8TH, 2018 at the
Stated Meeting of the Valley. A humble meal
will be served at 630pm and the program
will begin shortly thereafter. This is an open
meeting of the Valley. Therefore, bring your
wives and invite a friend to join us.
The 119th Fall Reunion is scheduled
for SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 AND
SUNDAY OCTOBER 28, 2018. We need
petitions for those who wish to join Scottish Rite Masonry to receive more light.
Breakfast will be served between the hours
of 7am to 8am, roll of the craft is called at
830pm, and the degree teams will begin
short thereafter. This is a joint reunion with
the Valley of New Orleans. Our brothers will
travel to Baton Rouge to assist and join us
in out labors for the weekend.
In addition, at the Stated Meeting scheduled for Monday, November 12, 2018 the
Valley of Baton Rouge will host its annual
Thanksgiving dinner to begin at 630pm. Bro.
Tim Ackermann, Chef, has always served a
wonderful meal to the membership. And,
on Saturday, November 17, 2018 between
the hours of 11am to 200pm, the Valley of
Baton Rouge will host its annual Widow’s
Luncheon here at the Valley. This is a special time where we celebrate the widows of
8

masons and we support them as part of our
masonic family.
Several events that are happening and
please mark your calendars. As always; The
Honor is to Serve.
Fraternally yours,
James E. Wingate, 33°
General Secretary

Personally Speaking

Our Calendar year keeps us all in a
rhythmic order for us all to be able to plan
and meet for various functions. These are
important for everyone to be effective and
plan our year accordingly. I still love to keep
different calendars on the wall of my office,
although my “Smart Aleck “ phones have
my time scheduled down to the minutes &
hours of each day.
In our Blue Lodge Minute Books,
“A.L.” (Anno Lucis= “in the Year of Light”)
is a calendar era dating based on the creation
of light. It should be noted that “A.L.” is not
claimed to be synchronous with creation,
but has symbolic reference to the Light of
Masonry. It is equivalent to 4000 years of
the Gregorian calendar. Thus, 2017 A.D.
+ 4000 = 6017. It is most commonly used
in the ceremonial dedication and inscription of Masonic cornerstones and official
certificates.
In our Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite Functions, “A.M,” (Anno Mundi = “In
the year of the world” is used for calendar
documentation. Add 3760 to Common Era,
thus 2018 A.D. + 3760 = 5778.
All I know is that I hope and pray
that I don’t Forget My Anniversary Date,
My Wife’s Birthday, My 15 Grandchildren’s Birthday, and Most Importantly, My
Favorite Holidays - Thanksgiving Day &
Christmas Day !!!
Fraternally yours,
James E. “Buddy” Pearce, 32° KCCH
Personal Representative

In Memoriam
God Is Great!
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Personally Speaking

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple

205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: W. O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH
Tel: 318-343-6388 Fax: 318-343-5492
Email: monroescottishrite@icloud.com

2018 Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, October 4th

29th Degree presentation

Friday, October 26th
Annual Fund Raising

Fall Reunion Saturday, October27th
Thursday, November 1st
Thanksgiving Day program

Thursday, December 6th

Election & Installation of Officers
Christmas Program

2018 Officers

Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Will P. Gray. 33°
Michael A. Watts, 33°
Mitchell A. Reynolds, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Bruce D. Osbon, 32° KCCH
William S. Blake, 32°
Willis B. Evans, III, 32°

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

E. Orum Young, 32°
Troy L. Lord, 32° KCCH
Wilson O. Cook, 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

J. Keith Gates, 32° KCCH
Buddy G. Barnett, 32°
Allan K. Bean., 32°

Monroe Scottish Rite continues to work
toward a balanced budget but that goal is far
in the future it seems. We have had a rough
summer with regard to air conditioning
maintenance and system replacements. We
are ready for our Speech and Hearing clinic
with a new unit for that area of the building. The Lodge room and dining room units
continue to be unreliable. We are looking
at a maintenance agreement with the heat
and air company to see if they can improve
the efficiency of the old machines we are
operating.
Our entire operation is more efficient
with great savings in the kitchen area. We
are having success with educational classes
before the regular meeting. Attendance in
those sessions is growing. With the college
back in session we will begin a program of
serving lunches weekly to see if we can build
a business for some income (IF we find the
manpower to make and sell those lunches).
Our new Scottish Rite Foundation LLC
board will be meeting soon with the intention of finding ways to build revenue through
a business plan that will allow us to use our
equity in the building to develop incomeproducing property adjacent to our building
Our fall reunion is October 27th. We
need our members (those who come and
those who do not) to find candidates so we
can grow the Valley. We are below 500
members now with a large number of old
men who will be leaving us more frequently
than ever before. We must gain membership
faster than we are losing members in order to
survive. Send us your bright younger Masons so we can involve them in the history
of our great fraternity. We offer Masonic
Education but we must have students of the
Craft if we are to accomplish our mission.
We offer several plans for new members one
plan goes for only $150! Check with our
General Secretary for the details.

From The Secretary’s Desk

Much has been accomplished this past
summer. We have replaced an air conditioner
for our RiteCare facility, working on the one
for our stage area, started making stones for
our front walkway, reopened the Scottish
Rite gift shop, and are currently working on
bringing our library up to modern standards.
We are currently making stones to replace our front walkway designed and made
in our very own building. If you would like
to have a stone engraved with you name, to
be placed in front of our building, please
contact me and I will be happy to help.
Two of our newest KCCH’s have taken
over the Scottish Rite gift shop. Hon. Bros.
J. Keith Gates and M. Cash Melville will
be happy to assist you in the purchase of
lapel pins, rings, hats, Masonic regalia, the
Master Craftsman Course or a myriad of
other items. Please see either one of them
as they are known to frequent meetings of
practically all branches of Masonry. They
have also been know to tell a joke or two.
The holidays are near at hand. We are
preparing for our upcoming Fall Reunion
where we want to bring new members in
to the great family of Scottish Rite. May
our beloved fraternity continue to grow
and prosper.
Fiat Lux!,
Wilson O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

Fraternally yours,
Will P. Gray, 33°
Personal Representative

Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM

In Memoriam

James Norman Head
Robert Caley Joyner

Secretary All Bodies:
Wilson O. “Will”Cook, 32° KCCH
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continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley From the Secretary’s Desk:

ever, we still have a small percentage of our
members that have not done so. To those
that have not paid your 2018 dues, please
do so as soon as you can. Those members
who have not paid their 2018 due will be
receiving a dues statement from this office
as a reminder. Think about it this way, your
Scottish Rite Dues are $10 per month or 33
cents per day. No matter how you slice it,
that is a bargain.
In many of the past editions information
has been provided to you as to how you can
pay your dues online by credit card. For
those of you that may be interested here it
is again. You can to the Supreme Council
website and set up your membership account, by going to www.scottishrite.org and
click on “Pay Dues” in the upper right-hand
corner and then click on the “click here to
create account” bar and follow the prompts.
You then will have access to your information and you can make any changes to your
information that needs to be made.
I have been asked how our search for a
new home is coming. Well, to let everyone
know, Illustrious Brother Borne and I have
been given many leads on different pieces of
property in the Metairie area. While some
of these buildings could have been a great
place for us to establish a new home, there
were usually one or two things that usually
disqualified them. First the price and second
was the lack of parking. However, recently
we were given the information on a building
that is centrally located in Metairie, and we
are in the process of giving it a really good
look see. Stay tuned.
My brothers this next part is going
to seem a little strange to read, as it feels
strange to me as I type it. Does your family
know what Masonic Funeral Services you
wish to receive when you pass away? Do
they know who to contact? Do they know
where your apron is, where your Scottish
Rite cap is, where you Fez is? I do not know
how you feel about planning for your funeral
service, but I do know that if you write all
of the above information down and keep it
with your important papers, or in the family Bible, it can make the planning of these
services a lot easier for your family when
that day comes.
As many of you know we lost one of our
ladies since our last edition. Mrs. Anthony

“Julia” Radosti passed away in July after a
long battle with Cancer. Julia was one of
the many smiling faces that you saw at our
monthly meetings. Please keep the Radosti
family in your prayers. Also, please keep
all our dearly departed and their families in
your prayers.
Don’t forget our monthly meetings on
the first Wednesday of each month. We meet
at Louisiana Lodge #102 6209 3rd St in Harahan, La. By now everyone should know
where this is, but for those of you that need
a reminder. If is right off of Hickory Ave,
right behind Seither’s Seafood Restaurant.
Dinner at 6:30p.m. and the meeting or program starts at 7:30 p.m. We normally invite
our ladies to have dinner with us but from
time to time we must have a member’s only
dinner and meeting.
Don’t forget to get those petitions in for
our next Reunion which will be on Saturday
October 27th and Sunday October 28th. It
will be held in Baton Rouge with the Valley
of Baton Rouge. We need to vote on any
petitions at our meeting on October 3rd. If
you need a petition call the office and we
can email you one.
Hope to see you soon.

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley - Venerable Master’s Message:

As we look forward to the beginning of
a new year, we look forward to strengthening our Brotherhood, increasing the scope
of our philosophical education, and improving our Cathedral. We also turn our
focus toward furthering our outreach to the
public and creating a warm, inviting atmosphere to all who enter our doors.
Please visit us whenever you may be
traveling and join us as we move forward
into our 101st year serving the freethinkers,
light seekers, and Master Masons of Louisiana. It is true that the times are changing,
as they always have. It is our belief that if
we faithfully and proactively practice the
ancient and proscribed arts of the Freemasonry, we will gain the aid of the Divine,
and will craft for ourselves a bright future—as all true fellows and brother have
done, who have gone this way before.
To work is to worship.
Fraternally,
Christopher E. Cannon, 32° KStA
Venerable Master

Fraternally,
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°
General Secretary

Shreveport Valley
Frank N. Falkenberry, Jr. 33° Memorial Reunion

Front Row L:R - Wimberly Day, Jonathon Stiles, Clyde Herrera, John Adams, Tommy Adams, Kenneth
Ward, Warren Saucier and Joshua Peters.
Back Row L:R - John Autry, 33°-Administrator Childhood Language Center, Ballard Smith, 33° G.C. PGMPersonal Representative, James Plummer, Mark Melder, Joseph Avery, John Atkins, Thomas Cheatham,
Brigham Cheatham, Dennis Cheatham, Gary Gribble, 33°-General Secretary and Ed Durham, 33° PGMDirector of Work.

10

October - November 2018

Scottish Rite FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

the appendent invitational groups – but the titles Companion and
Sir Knight are the most commonly used titles to designate membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch, a Council of Royal and Select
Masters and a Commandery of Knights Templar. ‘Sovereign’ is used
frequently, and my favorite is ‘Puissant’ which is French for most
powerful. So when you attain the title of Puissant Sovereign, well,
you have reached the upper level of titles.
Shrine, Grotto, Eastern Star, Amaranth and many of our other
Masonically-related organizations, even our youth groups, all have
grand sounding titles which are almost all held through democratically elected offices, or given in recognition of dedicated and devoted
hard work by the individual to the organization.
Certainly Masonry is not alone in title-giving, as other fraternal
groups also have titles – college fraternities have Grand Arcons,
Supreme Pontiffs, Illustrious Prefect, and fraternal service groups
such as Lions, Eagles, Moose, Odd Fellows, Woodmen of the World,
and many others also use grand sounding titles for the officers. After
all, National President of the Knights of Pythias doesn’t have the
same ring as Chancellor of the Supreme Lodge.
I have often wondered when visiting a Masonic event where
visitors are present who are not familiar with Masonic customs and
they see men walking around with different types of aprons, jeweled
collars, and wearing ten lapel pins designating membership in mystical groups; what must those visitors think? While this may seem
as though I am making fun of all of our titles, I am in fact a huge
supporter of titles – when used in the proper place and at the proper
time. In the world today, many look at Masonry as an anachronistic
hold-over of by-gone days where class distinction was the rule
and proper etiquitte was observed by all ladies and gentlemen. We
live in a different world where Baby-Boomers began and now Gen
X’ers have turned attitudes and habits around. The “Micro-Wave
Generation” wants everything now, today, immediately.
Calling someone by a Masonic title at a Bring-A-Friend Night
or an Open House can make a potential candidate and his wife
wonder what secret cult group have they been invited to attend –
Worshipful Master or Venerable Master should be explained as a
title of respect meaning honorable presiding officer. We need to be
careful and mindful of how the outside world observes Masonry
when we invite that world inside, and how we act and what we say
during that visit matters to a non-member. When we step into a
tyled Lodge or a Lodge of Perfection, we have entered a different
world – the outside world is distant with no outsiders, and we are
in an almost sacred place with our Brothers.
We meet about our Volume of Sacred Law set upon an altar
dedicated to the True and Living God. We have knelt at that altar
and made promises to God, to our family, to our Brothers, and to
ourselves – we have taken on the title of Brother-for-Life. Any and
all other Masonic titles that may come our way are simply recognition of our involvement, interest, and dedication to each other.
Whether we become an Illustrious, Eminent, Worthy, Sovereign,
even a Puissant – we are still Brothers. In Scottish Rite, we have
some grand titles, but we are and always will be each other’s Brother.
Thank you, my Brother, for continuing to be a Scottish Rite Mason.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
“Titles”

Have you ever wondered who came up with all the the titles that
we call each other? Most of us who are Masonically inclined don’t
think twice about calling each other “Brother” because it is a good
title and very meaningful. It bestows a sense of family from the
one using the title and shows connection to the one called Brother.
We are Brother Masons and proud of that title. We may also have
blood-related brothers, brothers-in-law, brothers in our religious
activities, brothers-in-arms, brothers in professional life, and so
forth. The younger generation refer to each other as “Bro” and use
it liberally. So “Brother” is a title we use in everyday conversation
and it is accepted in society as “normal”. The title “Sister” is also
acceptable for most of the reasons already mentioned.
Somehow years ago in Masonry we got into using a prefix (remember your high school English Class) with Brother – Illustrious
Brother, Worthy Brother, Worshipful Brother, Eminent Brother. And
with that, Brother becomes a larger than life title. In Masonry, those
before us did not stop there, but kept adding – “Sir” often being
used and in place of Brother. ‘Right’ and ‘Most’ are used often on
the front part, and Masons use lots of letters after their name too,
mostly starting with a ‘P’ for past – PM, PGM, PP, PHP, PIM, PC,
PVM, etc. We don’t even think about their use; it becomes normal
for many of us to write our name and put P’s after it.
Scottish Rite has bushel baskets of titles that are used often –
‘Illustrious’ is a big title and comes with the 33°, the official title of
which is ‘Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty-third
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America’. A
mouthful – which is why we just say thirty-third degree after saying Illustrious (Brother’s name), 33°. A 32° KCCH member is a
‘Knight Commander of the Court of Honour’, and a 32° Scottish
Rite Mason holds the title of ‘Master of the Royal Secret’. Each
title comes with a colored cap, all recognizable to Scottish Rite
Masons – black, red or white.
York Rite has a truck-load of titles mostly associated with all of

Fraternally – Bill Mollere
Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Louisiana
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Did You Know?
In the early 1950s the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States initiated a program
to help children with speech and language
disorders. The results obtained from this
program led to the establishment of RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program clinics to provide diagnostic evaluation and treatment of speech and language
disorders, as well as learning disabilities.
Today, there are SRCLP clinics, centers, and special programs operating or
planned for children and therapists located
throughout the United States. Each facility
is staffed by speech-language pathologists
or other trained personnel. Through the
support of Scottish Rite members, these
clinics, centers, and programs continue to
increase. The value of this philanthropy has
long been apparent. Tens of thousands of
youngsters across the United States have
been helped significantly. With the good
work of dedicated clinicians and parents,
the Scottish Rite has achieved successes
that could only be imagined a few years
back. Children who might have remained
educationally behind for
a lifetime can now talk,
read, and lead productive
lives.

Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Centers
C. Lenton Sartian, 33°
RiteCare Childhood Learning Center
14598 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Campbell Hall - Room 102
Hammond, LA 70402
Telephone: (985) 549-2214
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
231 Hebrard Blvd Burk-Hawthorne Hall
Lafayette, LA 70504
Telephone: (337) 482-6490
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

