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planting, harvesting, fishing, and countless other tasks needed for
survival; as well as providing a means by which trekking across
the globe would be possible. Also, with this knowledge of how the
heavens worked, man was able to apply patterns around human behavior and how humanity itself is affected to a considerable degree
by the celestial bodies in motion. So ultimately, time is measured
by the cycles of the Zodiac; therefore, it would be fitting to associate the 24 inch Gauge with the Zodiac.
In placing the twelve signs of the
Zodiac on the left side of the Gauge with
their ruling Planets on the right side allows us to have two complete cycles
of the Zodiac within the Gauge. The
Signs along with their ruling Planets are
placed in retrograde order representing
the Ages moving through the Zodiac
from the West to the East. Each Age is
ruled by a specific Constellation, such as
the Age of Aquarius or the Age of Taurus and so on.
There are 2,160 years in an Age.
Every 72 years the Earth shifts 1° on
its axis, which gives each Age a value
of 30° (2,160 yrs ÷ 72 yrs = 30°). Now
each Age consists of three Decans at
720 years each, which gives each Decan
a value of 10° (10° x 3 = 30°). Each
Decan is used to measure the movement
or shift of the Age.
Characteristically speaking, it takes
three Ages to reveal one full Age due to
the Age cusps which act as waves from
Age to Age. So even though we are living in a particular Age, it may feel like
we are living in the previous age due
to the delayed effect of the previous
Age; therefore, it takes 90° (or 3 Ages)
to realize and identify a character shift
within mankind from Age to Age. The
realization of an Age generates a consciousness shift, which is performed on
a 90° angle.
An Age Era consists of two Ages, or
60°; an equilateral triangle consists of
three 60° angles. There are six Eras in
each full procession of the twelve Ages
(Zodiac); providing the duality and marriage of the masculine and feminine aspect of the Zodiac through the image of

by
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°
“A rule of two feet, which is divided by marks into twentyfour parts each one inch in length. The Operative Mason uses it
to take the necessary dimensions of the stone that he is about to
prepare. It has been adopted as one of the working-tools of the
Entered Apprentice in Speculative Freemasonry, where its divisions are supposed to represent hours. Hence its symbolic use is
to teach him to measure his time so that, of the twenty-four hours
of the day, he may devote eight hours to the service of God and a
worthy distressed Brother, eight hours to his usual vocation, and
eight to refreshment and sleep. In the twenty-four-inch gauge is
a symbol of time well employed, following as best we can the example of the lines told to us by Longfellow in the Psalm of Life:
‘Lives of great men all remind us we can make our lives sublime, and departing leave behind us footprints on the sands of
time.’
The Masonic essence of the lesson is ability, preparedness,
and readiness, recalling the suggestion of William Shakespeare
to the workman in Julius Caesar (Act I, Scene i, Line 5)
‘Where is thy leather apron and thy rule? What dost thou
with thy best apparel on?’ ”
Mackey’s Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry
The 24 inch Gauge has always been a symbol in Freemasonry
that from the moment its instruction was given caused me to give
further thought into its explanation. As with any Great Symbol
there are deeper personal interpretations and applications that may
be found, but these findings should hold true and not contradict
the original interpretation. So as I pondered its teachings, something profound began to arise from its measurements. The whole
concept of time and course that is applied to the day can also be
applied to the Ages and the Life Span and development of Man.
Hours become years; years become Ages; and Ages become a Life
Span.
So I will attempt to communicate my personal thoughts around
the relationship with the 24 inch Gauge; the Zodiac with the 7 ancient Planets; the Tetragrammaton; and the initiate.
The Zodiac & the Seven Ancient Planets
According to the knowledge that ancient Astrologers held,
there were twelve signs associated with the twelve known Constellations that were ruled by the seven known
ancient Planets. With this knowledge, the advancement of society could be furthered by
tracking the path of the sun and planets as
they worked through the Zodiac throughout
the year allowing man to identify and predict
changes in the seasons that were needed for
1
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The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I, II
or III and have received or should shortly
receive their certificates and lapel pins.
Baton Rouge
A. Nicholas Auck- Level II
Lake Charles
Thomas E. Boggan - Level III
Michael B. Ford - Level III
Shreveport
Samuel B. Owens - New Level III

Editorial Staff

Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Christopher J. Adams, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
Troy J. Jones, 32°
Valley of Lake Charles:
Gerald H. Houston, 33°
Valley of Monroe:
Travis M. Holley, 33°

Brother Gar Pickering has started the
formation of a Scottish Rite Club in Alexandria. Called "Red River Scottish Rite
Club at Alexandria", it will serve as a recruitment tool for the Orient when fully developed. It has started as an informal study
group until there are members who want to
develop it further. It is open to all Masters
of the Royal Secret who live in and around
Alexandria; who want to study together;
hold obligatory meetings together and fellowship together.
In time, after the development of bylaws and meeting any statuatory requirements, membership will be restricted to
Shreveport members who join after a
certain future date. No dues are required
at present, as they are looking for people
who are just ready to start meeting. A new
Facebook page is available and everyone is
encouraged to visit:
www.facebook.com/RedRiverSRClubAlexandria

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Warren A. Hintz, Jr. 33°

Assistant Personal Representative for New Orleans

Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33° GC PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Travis M. Holley, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
Ill. Will P. Gray, 33°
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

www.louisiana-sr.org

Jurisdiction Supreme Council

The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies
of the Rite, and over which countries no
regular Supreme Council has acquired jurisdiction.
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Calendar of Events

Supreme Council
RiteCare® Conference
October 14-16
Denver
Grand Lodge
Quarterly Meetings
July 16
Wardens Retreat
August 13
Orient
Conference of the Orient
November 11
TBA
Reunions
Shreveport
August 20-21
Monroe at Shreveport
Lake Charles
September 10-11
Baton Rouge
Aug. 27 & Sept.10
New Orleans at Baton Rouge
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
Louisiana State University - Shreveport
Rebecca Peeples
Amy Fontenot
Southeastern Louisiana University
Hammond
Sarah Gromko
Amy Murphy

D. Walter Jessen, Sr. Enginnering Scholarship Award

The Scholarships were established by the five Scottish Rite Bodies of Louisiana in
honor of D. W. Jessen, Sr., Past Grand Master and Sovereign Grand Inspector General of
Scottish Rite Masons in the Orient of Louisiana, at his mandatory retirement at the age of
eighty (80) years.
The Scholarships, a grant of $2,000.00 each, are awarded annually to rising Junior
or Senior students enrolled in an accredited Civil Engineering curriculum at a Louisiana
college or university. Each grant is awarded to a student who is in the upper half of his
or her class, has demonstrated leadership capabilities through involvement in engineering college and campus activities, and shows potential for development into a motivated,
innovative, well-rounded and successful practicing professional engineer. Financial need
is a significant determining factor. The students submit a 300-500 word essay explaining
how his or her leadership role in college will help in attaining those goals and objectives
as a practicing engineer.

Engineering Scholarships
Louisiana Tech - Ruston
Bryce Pfeiffer
Cameron Broussard

2016 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Foundation

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
William V. King, 33°
Oma Frank Lee, 32º KCCH
E. Louis McGee, 33°

Ex-Officio Officers

Chairman of the Board :
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

William J. Mollere, 33°
Ralph H. Owens, 33°
I. C. Turnley, Jr., 33°
Charles K. Watts, 32°
Neil R. Crain, 33°

Elected Members

James H. Morgan, III
Harry C. Northrop, III
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Samuel B. Owens

Jimmie Dean Dunkin
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Robert C. Joyner
Martin J. Reinschmidt
D. Randall Terrell

Dr. Heath Tims, Ph.D.-Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies, College of Engineering and Science, Associate Professor of Mechanical
Engineering at Louisiana Tech University presents scholarship check
to Bryce Pfeiffer (R).

Appointed Members

C. Lenton Sartain-Chairman Emeritus
Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr. Joseph S. Monaghan, Jr.
Jay W. Owensby
Gary L. Gribble
Roy B. Tuck, Jr.

Investment Committee

Woody D. Bilyeu - Chairman
Jason K. Rigsby
Richard B. Smith
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Charles H. Penn, III
Martin J. Reinschmidt Ion Lazar
Ballard L. Smith
H. Edward Durham

Speech Scholarship Committee

Richard B. Smith - Chairman
Joe A. Stroud
L. George Stenzel
George J. Lupo, Jr.
Edward A. Reine, Sr.
Gary L. Gribble
John D. Autry, Sr.

Engineering Scholarship Committee
Charles D. Smith
Neil R. Crane
E. Louis McGee

Richard B. Smith-Chair
Ralph H. Owens
Bernard L. Gould, Jr.

Dr. Heath Tims, Ph.D.-Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies, College of Engineering and Science, Associate Professor of Mechanical
Engineering at Louisiana Tech University (L) presents scholarship
check to Cameron Broussard.
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Valley of New Orleans News

Chartered April 7, 1811
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2016 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Clayton A. Wolfe, 33°
Bernard L. Gould, Jr., 32° KCCH
K. Joseph Kueck, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth K. Bell, Jr., 32° KCCH
Michael W. Nastasi, 32°KCCH
Dave H. Krasner, 32°

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Garland M. Gisclair, 32°
John C. Miller, 32°
Freddie J. Touchet, 32° KCCH

New Orleans Consistory

433 Metairie Road - Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70005
Sect’y: Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
Tel: (504) 835-3780
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

Master of Kadosh:
Lee Sands, 32° KCCH
Prior:		
Eddie A. LeBoeuf, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Adam G. Krolikowski, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies
Ion Lazar, 33°
Secretary All Bodies
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH

2016 Membership Fees are past
due!

From The Director of Work

Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
7:30 PM
6209 3rd Street Harahan, LA 70123
(Louisiana Lodge #102)

Summer Reunion
At Baton Rouge

Aug 27 & Sept 10

Wednesday, June lst
KCCH Investiture

Wednesday, July 6th

Independence Day Program

Tuesday, July 26th

Advisory Conference - Office

Wednesday, August 3rd

5:00 PM

25-50 Year Membership Recognition

Wednesday, September 7th
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, October 5thh
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, November 2nd
Thanksgiving Program

Wednesday, December 7th
Christmas Program
Election of Officers

I would like to thank the following
Brothers who spent some of their evenings
recently practicing the 13th degree “Royal
Arch of Solomon” and then traveled to the
Valley of Lake Charles to exemplify this
degree at our Orient Wide Homecoming
on Saturday April 23rd. The members of
the degree team are: Venerable Master:
Trevor Smith, 32°; Senior Warden: Rob
Barrios, 32° KCCH; Junior Warden: Adam
Krolikowski, 32°; Master of Ceremonies:
Dave Krasner, 32°; Captain of the Host:
Elmo Barnes, 32° KCCH; Orator: Eddie
LeBouef, III, 32° KCCH and “A Brother”;
Ken Bell, Jr., 32° KCCH.
These brothers did an excellent job of
exemplifying the degree and should be
commended for taking the time and the effort not only to memorize their parts, some
of which are quite long, but to travel to
Lake Charles to do so. I would also like
to congratulate Brother Eddie LeBouef,
III, 32° KCCH, who was chosen by the
Directors of Work from the five valleys to
be the “BEST ACTOR” at the 2016 Home
Coming. This is the second year in a row
the Valley of New Orleans took home that
award as last year Illustrious Brother Allen
Tidwell, 33° was selected for the award.
Next year’s Home Coming will at the
Valley of Monroe and in April 2017. It
5

looks like we will be exemplifying the 9th
degree “Elu of the Ninth” and the 10th degree “Elu of the Fifteen”. There are ten
speaking parts in the degrees, so if you are
interested in taking part, please contact our
General Secretary and let him know.
Remember the Home Comings are
open to any member of the Scottish Rite
and are a chance for you to see degrees that
you normally do not see at a Reunion.
Fraternally,
Elmo J. Barnes, Jr., 32° KCCH
Director of Work

Venerable Master’s Message

It is hard to believe that as you read
this the first half of the year is drawing to
A close. I guess the old saying of, “As you
get older time passes you by a lot quicker”
is true. It seems like only yesterday, I was
installed as Venerable Master, and now my
year is half gone. But enough of looking in
the rear view mirror, and let’s look forward
to the remaining meetings.
First, at our meeting on June 1st, our
own Knight Commander of the Court of
Honour Investiture Team will once again
invest two of our Scottish Rite Brothers
with this honor. Brother Wade Cheramie,
32° of the Valley of New Orleans and
Brother H. George Scanlan, 32° of the Valley of Baton Rouge will be invested at our
June meeting. This ceremony is an open
event and will afford those brothers and
their ladies who could not travel to Shreveport to witness this impressive ceremony,
the opportunity to do so.
Then at our July 6th meeting plans are
being finalized for the showing of a short
video of Brother Red Skelton’s version of
the Pledge of Allegiance and his explanation of what each line means. If you are
not old enough to remember seeing Brother
Skelton’s television show, this will allow
you to see a very patriotic presentation of
the pledge to our national flag.
Don’t forget the Valley’s Cruise is
planned for October 16th to the 23rd and
continued page 10

In Memoriam
God Is Great!
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Venerable Master’s Message

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple

725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
accepts MC & Visa!

Calendar of Events

Summer Reunion
Tuesday, April 12th

Regular Business Meeting

Tuesday, May 10th
Feast of Consistory

Tuesday, June 14th

Regular Business Meeting

August 20-21
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

Note: The Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same months
as the 1st District Lodge (January, April, July
& October) at 5:30 pm.

Brethren, I am continually amazed by
the actions, response and charity of our
Masonic Brethren, which makes me more
and more thankful for having become a
member of the oldest and most noble fraternity in the world.
As I am sure that everyone is aware,
in early March, many parts of our beloved
state were once again hit with flooding,
which affected many of our brethren. In
the 1st Masonic District, we had several
brothers that were in need. Thanks to the
dedication and work of several members,
these brothers received the help they so
sorely needed.
These efforts were “jump started” by
two members. Troy Jones and Joseph Patterson set up meetings with all of the leaders within the District Lodge and appendant bodies. The 1st District Lodge, Relief
Lodge #2, El Karubah Shrine, District 6
York Rite Bodies and the Shreveport Valley joined a conference call to guide relief.
We had such a wonderful response, with
helping those in need, fundraising and contribution of physical labor. When I think of
Masonic charity and our obligation to each
other, this specific example truly warms my
heart and gives me great faith in our fraternity, it’s foundation, and it’s capabilities.
The flooding had other “lesser” effects
as well. The Valley’s Spring Reunion was
cancelled, which is a disappointment not
only in delaying the candidates from receiving the beautiful degrees of the Scottish Rite, but also in the fact that this was to
be a joint reunion with the Monroe Valley.
This resulted with denying the fellowship
between the Valleys that is so welcomed.
We look forward to our “Summer Reunion” (August 20 & 21), and endeavor to
have this event a memorable and meaningful success.
Even with all of the turmoil, there has
still been a great deal of work being done in
Shreveport. In March, some of our members attended the Supreme Council’s Scottish Rite Workshops in Houston. In April,
several of our Valley members attended the
Statewide Scottish Rite Homecoming, in
6

2016 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

M. Darin West, 32°
Stephen C. McLellan, 32° KCCH
Stephen C. McLellan, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Samuel B. Owens, 32° KCCH
M. Darin West, 32°
Kenneth M. Hamm, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

John T. Dark, 33°
Robert E. Bazzell, 33°
E. Allen Kelly, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Kenneth R. Fuller, 33°
Prior:		
Troy J. Jones, 32°
Preceptor:
J. David Maxey, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
E. Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L. Gribble, 33°
continued from previous column
Venerable Master’s Message:

Lake Charles. This was an opportunity to
visit Brothers from other Valleys and enjoy
the fellowship. Bruce Easterly-33° and his
cast performed the 6th Degree-Confidential
Secretary and for their efforts, were awarded a certificate for the “Best Degree Performance”.
In May, we celebrated the Feast of the
Consistory and held Celebrating the Craft
at Creswell Temple. In June, we look forward to a interesting educational presentaion by Troy Jones, 32°.
We look forward to seeing you in the
Shreveport Valley in the very near future!
Fraternally yours,
M. Darin West, 32°
Venerable Master

continued page 10

In Memoriam

Roger Leon Foggin, Sr.
Donald Jeffery Gaines
John David Garland, Jr
Kurt Duane Howes
John Clifton Hebert
Robert Lawrence Huff
Binom Ray Jenkins
Joe William Miot, Jr.
Troy Edward Parker
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D. Blake Ford, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2016 Membership Fees are past due!

Calendar of Events
Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Fall Reunion
September 10-11
Wednesday, June 15th
U.S. Coast Guard-Marine Safety
Monica Rochester guest speaker

Wednesday, July 20th

Flag Program
Gerald H. Houston, 33° guest speaker

Wednesday, August 20th

Out of Town - Leesville Lodge #240
Ft. Polk program

Wednesday, September 21st
Special Guest Speaker

Wednesday, October 19th
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, November 16th

Thanksgiving Program
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

The year is now approaching the midpoint and we have several things to celebrate and others to anticipate. During the
past two months, the Lake Charles Scottish Rite bodies held a successful Spring
Reunion, creating two new Knights of the
Royal Secret.
Two weeks after our Spring Reunion,
we hosted the 2016 Statewide Scottish Rite
Homecoming reunion. Each of the five
Valleys in Louisiana conferred a degree
that counts as a “Passport Degree.” Brethren who complete the requirements of the
Passport Program will see all 29 Scottish
Rite degree conferred, visit all five valleys
for a stated meeting, and several other program requisites will receive special recognition for the Orient Of Louisiana. This is
part of the VMAP program and offers our
members more educational and fellowship
opportunities.
May was our Celebrating the Craft
month. This is a time when we highlight
the various charities of the Scottish Rite
and make a direct appeal to our members
to contribute something toward the good
works done through our charities. The
Charles F. Buck Chapter of Demolay presented the Flower Talk at the meeting in
honor of Mother’s Day. We are very proud
of these young men and their adult sponsors for reactivating the Demolay in southwest Louisiana.
Looking forward, on June 15th, Commander Monica Rochester, the commanding officer at Lake Charles Marine Safety
Unit of the United States Coast Guard,
will present a program on the only active
military base in the City of Lake Charles.
Commander Rochester has an impressive
résumé of experience and a host of prior
duty stations. She will explain what the
Marine Safety Unit does in Lake Charles
and share some of her career experiences
with us.
Our July 20 stated meeting will focus
on patriotism. Ill. Gerald Houston, 33o,
will present the flag ceremony. This is always a great program, and reminds us that
we owe a great deal to those who fought
to establish this nation and also those who
7

have served and are now serving to defend
it and keep us free.
August will soon be here, and we are
scheduling the annual out-of-town meeting in Leesville this year. Leesville Lodge
#240 will host the meeting on Wednesday,
August 17th. We are planning to have a
special program about Fort Polk at that
meeting. September 10th and 11th are the
dates of the Fall Reunion. Please mark
your calendars for these events and encourage Master Masons to submit a petition for
the Scottish Rite reunion this Fall.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

2016 Officers

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

James R. B. Golding, 32° KCCH
Richard D. Morgan, 32° KCCH
J. Braxton Cole, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Mount W. Newby, 32°
Donald G. Head, 32° KCCH
Jeffery S. Haley, 32°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David W. Scritchfield, 32°
Kirby O. Vinson, 32°
Charles G. Callahan, 33°

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Terrell D. Fowler, 32° KCCH
Thomas E. Boggan, 32° KCCH
Harold H. Young, 33°

Treasurer All Bodies:
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°
Secretary All Bodies:
D. Blake Ford, 33°

In Memoriam

Jewell John Gillentine
Forrest Sadler
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR1@bellsouth.net

2016 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
PAST DUE!!!
Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Summer Reunion
Aug 27 & Sept 10
Monday, June 13th
Feast of St. John

Monday, July 11th

Using Music and Projections during degrees

Monday, August 8th
Guest Speaker

Saturday, August 20th

Annual Widows Luncheon
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on
regular meeting days.

2016 Officers

Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Christopher J. Adams, 32°
Chester L. Finley, 32°
Gregory J. Avant, 32°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

R. Shane Marchand, 32°
James E. Pearce, 32° KCCH
J. Andrew Owen, 32°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander:
Timothy P. Sibley, 32°
1st Lt. Commander: Timothy E. Ackermann, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
Richard W. Black, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Frederic D. Denham, Jr., 32°
James E. Duncan, 32°
Ashley M. Hebert, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F. Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°

Greetings Brethren All, this has been
a busy past six months in the Valley of Baton Rouge. The Venerable Master has full
schedule of events for the entire year. At
the Stated Communication May 9th , 2016,
there was a recap of the 2016 Scottish
Rite Work shop. The Valley is very active in adopting the VMAP program (Valley Membership Achievement Project) and
supporting it this year as well.
June the 13th stated meeting will be
Celebration of the 213th Anniversary
founding the Scottish Rite Council. This
will be an open meeting at 6:30pm with invitations to family members and guests to
join us for a Dinner Evening.
Make sure you Lodge Secretaries know
this year’s Annual Widows Luncheon is being planned for noon on August 8th. Start
gathering names of Ladies that will attend
so we may put them on the mail out list
with a formal invitation.
The Director of Reunions is now busy
planning for the Fall Reunion set for August 20th and September 10th. Make sure
you have a petition when you visit your
Blue Lodge and encourage those Master
Masons to become Master of the Royal
Secret in your Valley. This reunion will
present at least 11 degrees, with a few
communicated. Our last Reunion proved
to be successful and informative event and
was well received by the candidates as well
as the brethren assembled. The Valley of
New Orleans has been invited to be with us
again this year and bring their candidates
to share with us the degree presentations.
Bring in a candidate to share Scottish Rite
Masonry with you in Louisiana.
Annual Dues for this year are coming in
slowly and we still have several cards outstanding. Check your card and make certain you have a current 2016 sticker. You
will need to be current to attend meetings.
Hope everyone has a wonderful summer and looking forward to seeing you at
the next Meeting of Baton Rouge Scottish
Rite.
Fraternally yours,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33°
General Secretary-Personal Representative
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From The Directory of Reunions

As we begin the summer months, it's
also time to look toward our plans for
the Fall Reunion. You and your Brethren
are hard at work preparing for August 27
& September 10, the two days of our Reunion. We're trying something new this
year in making the Reunion cover two days
over two weekends keeping in mind that a
full weekend Reunion can wear the workers out. Candidates should petition as soon
as possible, but can submit their petition as
late as Saturday August 27, at 7:30.
Our August 27 schedule begins at 7:00
am with breakfast and registration. The
Bodies will open and Candidates will report to the Classroom at 7:30. Brother Troy
Jones, from Shreveport, will again be with
us to lead discussions on the degrees in the
classroom. Degrees will begin at 8:00 am
and include the 4th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th,
17th, & 18th degrees. Lunch will be provided and we will wrap up before dinner.
The Reunion will continue on September 10 at 7:00 am with Breakfast; 7:30
Opening of the Bodies and Candidates
again report to the Classroom. Degrees on
this day will include the 20th, 25th, 26th,
27th, 29th, 30th & 32nd. We will have a
Banquet to close out this day, welcoming
the new Brothers and presenting them with
their 14th degree ring. The Passport Degrees will be the Perfect Elu (14th), Knight
of the East and West (17th), and Knight of
the Brazen Serpent (25th).
We will also have a few special events:
the Master of the Royal Secret (32nd) degree will be conferred on the class and
current members will be provided the opportunity to renew your vows and receive
a special medal. The cost for members to
take part in the 32nd degree is $50, ($25
will cover the cost of the medals and $25
will be donated to the Childhood Learning Center). If you would like to take part,
continued page 10
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Personally Speaking

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple

205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Oma Frank Lee, 32° KCCH
Tel: 318-343-6388 Fax: 318-343-5492
Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2016 Membership Fees are past due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Summer Reunion

August 20-21

At Shreveport

Thursday, June 2nd

Regular Business Meeting

Thursday, July 7th

Heroes of ‘76 Program
The Advisory Conference meets on the
first Thursday of each month at 5:00 pm.

2016 Officers

Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Leroy G. Stenzel, Jr., 33°
Richard L. James, 33°
Will P. Gray, 33º

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

J. D. Harper, 32°
M. Cash Melville, 32°
Bruce D. Osbon, 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander:
Mitchell A. Reynolds, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Michael A. Watts, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
E. Orum Young, 32°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Willis B. “Jake” Evans, 32°
John A. Howard, 32°
J. Keith Gates, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Oma Frank Lee, 32° KCCH

The articles in the Trestleboard are
normally meant to be informative and in
a positive manner showcase the progress
of each Valley. This month, I have chosen
this medium to be completely direct and
straightforward with all of the Brothers of
the Monroe Valley about subjects that are
normally not discussed in public but from
time to time must be addressed. Maybe, it
will be good for the entire Orient to face the
issues we are confronted with and hopefully share possible solutions.
In short, we have a lot of problems in
our Valley. There is no need to sugarcoat it,
and I will not waste ink and paper.
We are running out of members, and
that means we are also running out of
money. The two are inextricably bound together. What does this mean? It means the
life or death, success or failure of our little
Valley. It could mean that the work done
by countless good men may come to an
end. It could mean that the children with
speech and hearing disorders who come to
our clinic will not learn to talk and communicate. Simply put, it could mean the
tragic end to an institution that has served
so many.
At its peak, our Valley had almost 1,500
members. The dues were low, but the membership had been increasing, and the expenses were stable. If something needed to
be done, there always was a Brother there
to see that the task was completed, and the
work of the Craft carried on. Those days
are over with.
We have suffered an 8-10% decrease
in membership each year for years. Now,
we have approximately 400 members who
have paid their 2016 dues and over 100
who have not paid their dues. We will call,
we will write letters, we will do whatever
can be done to keep those Brothers from
being suspended for non-payment of dues.
Despite those efforts, we will still wind up
losing that 8-10% due to deaths and NPDs.
As many Blue Lodges, York Rite Bodies, Shriners Temples, and Scottish Rite
Bodies have done, our Valley has occasionally raised dues. Each dues increase,
however, inevitably meant a comparable
9

reduction in the total membership. That’s
not news to anyone.
Right now, our valley is at a turning
point. Our increases in expenses have doubled over the last 10 years, and our population of dues-payers has decreased by twothirds. Our one increase in dues resulted in
a loss of membership.
What can we do to survive financially?
Well, the obvious answer is to raise money,
reduce expenses, or both. We are going to
attempt a program of reducing expenses
and making the Valley run more efficiently
so that we can ask the members for an increase in dues. But, what can we do to convince the members that the survival of the
Valley is worthy of there money?
I would never ask a man to proceed
down an unknown path. Our members are
good, hard-working men, and they will
make a sound decision if they are presented
with all of the facts. Pleas for help will be
answered if they come from the worthy and
are for real needs. They just need to know
the unadorned facts, and that is what they
will get in this article and from here onward.
As this article is being written, our expenses are two times the amount of our
income. With approximately 400 members
and with dues of $120 per year, you can figure what our income and expenses are. But,
it is not enough just to quote a figure of our
expenses. Our members should be shown
exactly where their hard-earned money is
going. For this reason, I intend to send out
a chart showing our expenses in plain view
for all to see. I will show our income from
dues and fundraisers. I will give to our
members the chance to decide the future of
their Valley knowingly and intelligently.
continued page 10
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Frank A. Cooper
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Bobby L. Hayden
Ernest L. St. John
Elwin D. Wasson
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continued from page 5
New Orleans - Venerable Master’s Message:

space is still available
Last but not least a big tip of the Venerable Master’s hat to some of our members.
First, congratulations go out to Brother
Elmo Barnes, 32° KCCH. I understand that
Brother Barnes was awarded the York Rite
College’s Gold Award and the presentation was made at his mother lodge, Perfect
Union #1. You may recall that at one of
our meetings last year, Illustrious Brother
Anthony “Tony” Radosti, 33° received the
same award. Just goes to show you how
well the Scottish Rite and the York Rite
Bodies work together in the New Orleans
area. Secondly, I would like to thank the 15
brothers who traveled to the Valley of Lake
Charles on Saturday April 23rd to attended
the second annual Orient Homecoming. I
understand that one of our degree teams did
a great job of exemplifying the 13th Degree
“Royal Arch of Solomon”, but I will leave
the details on the degree work to our Director of Work, Brother Elmo Barnes.
In closing let me thank each and every one of you who continue to support
the Scottish Rite by attending our monthly
meetings, and ask those of you that have
not attended a meeting at our new location,
“Why Not”? It is easy to get to, even if you
live on the Westbank, just a short drive
across the Huey P Long Bridge and you are
there. Need directions give our General
Secretary a call at 835-3780 or 835-3786
and he will be glad to assist you.

for the Valley of New Orleans; Illustrious
Brother Allenn Tidwell, 33°, Illustrious
Brother John Williamson, 33°, Brother
Don Siegel, 32° KCCH, and Brother John
Miller, 32°. Again if you would like to take
part in the program all you need to do is
give me a call. All it takes is a few minutes
of your time, and it gets the Scottish Rite
out in front of public.

Brother John Miller presents the Americanism
Award to a Cadet at Covington High

From The Secretary’s Desk

Fraternally yours,
Martin A. Reinschmidt, 32 KCCH°
General Secretary

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley Personally Speaking:

If our members and the Valley reduce
expenses and raise money, we will survive.
If not, it is only a matter of short time before I will be forced to begrudgingly announce the demise of the Monroe Scottish
Rite Bodies. Let us not let that happen.
Let us step up to the plate. Let us pay dues
monthly if not annually. Let us pay what
we can even if we’ve already paid our allotted share. Let us stand shoulder to shoulder, and muster the strength between us to
overcome this challenge to our commitment as Masters of the Royal Secret.
Our Valley will send easy-to-read
charts of our expenses. We will send understandable visuals of our income. We will
paint a clear picture of where we stand. We
will ask for assistance from our members
with a commitment to reduce our overhead
costs wherever possible. We will continue
to believe that good men can do anything,
and, God and the Brethren willing, we will
endure.
Fraternally,
Travis M. Holley, 33°
Personal Representative
continued from page 8
Baton RougeValley From the Director of Reunions:

please contact me at Laeo8@yahoo.com
or by calling (225) 362-1120, or contacting the Valley Secretary. Make plans now
to take part in the Fall Reunion and renew
the bonds of fellowship.

Fraternally yours,
Clayton A. “Clay” Wolfe, 33°
Venerable Master

I am pleased to announce that the Valley
of New Orleans had the honor of awarding
twelve of the Scottish Rite’s Americanism
Award and one of the Scottish Rite’s Patriotism Award to 13 cadets who are participating in 12 of the area’s High School JROTC
programs. If you know of a High School in
your area that has a JROTC Program and
you would like to have that high school included in next year’s awards program, just
send me the name of the high school and
the name of the JROTC Commanding Officer, and I will take it from there.
I would like to thank the following
brothers who took time of their busy schedule to make a few of these presentations
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dues are paid. So please do not ask!

Fraternally yours,
A. Nicholas Auck, 33°
Director of Reunions

Brother John Willliamson-33° presents the Americanism Award to a Cadet at Destrehan High.

Please look at your dues card and if it
does not have the “2016” sticker on it, well
then you have not paid your Scottish Rite
Dues. Remember, your dues are due on
January 1st of each year. While you are still
in an active status in the Valley, technically
you are not in good standing.
Last year we lost a great number of
members due to non-payment of dues, let’s
not have a repeat of that. If you have any
questions give me a call and I will do my
best to answer them. Remember as with
your blue lodge you cannot demit from the
Scottish Rite unless your current year’s
10

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News:

Americanism Award

W. James Hill, III-32° KCCH presents the Americanism Award to a Cadet at Green Oaks High.
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(the masculine) and the Heh Vav Heh (the feminine) followed after, and the two are designed to be joined together in a balance
to complete Man. Therefore, if Man is the ultimate creation from
the Creator, then man must contain the full Tetragrammaton deep
within the darkest depths of his unaccomplished or incomplete being. It becomes his task to bring it to Light; but he must be taught
how to approach the Light.
The Initiate
“As above, so below” (The Emerald Tablet) the great Hermetic
teaching informs us of the existence of multiple and hidden worlds.
Christ tells his disciples that he must go and prepare a place for
them in his Father’s House, which has many Rooms or Mansions
(The Gospel of John 14:2); this is understood to be set in a different world or dimension other than the one we are familiar with.
If all of creation (which would include other galaxies, universes, and dimensions) was created before man then surely those
supernal elements are within man to discover and bond with. The
four worlds mentioned in the teachings of Kabala are Atzilut (Yud/
Emanation); Beriyah (Heh/Creation); Yetzirah (Vav/Formation);
and Asiyah (Heh/Action). These four worlds are bound together
within the creation of man. Apart from man, these four worlds are
not aware of the existence of each other; man is created to bind
the worlds together making them aware of each other’s existence,
making them all accessibly united together. (“Nefesh HaTzimtzum
Volume I”- Fraenkel)
According to Masonic teaching, due to the wretched murderous ambition of three ruffians seeking knowledge they were not
allowed to have or were ready to obtain, the word was lost along
with the Master and buried in the rubbish (out of the four in this
scenario, one was separated and buried- being removed from the
other three- causing the three to be expelled and put to death, and
the word was lost with the buried Master); as a result, a substitute
word was given until the True word could be worthily obtained or
found. This echoes another story we are familiar with in the book
of Genesis when the man and woman ate the forbidden fruit from
the Tree of Knowledge of Good & Evil because of their ambition
to possess knowledge they were not allowed to have or were ready
to obtain (again we see four involved as a representation of: Life
contained within the Tree of Life, Adam, Eve, and the Serpent;
which the last three are expelled and caused to perish); as a result,
the Tree of Life along with its dimension was hidden and a substitute dimension given until the lost dimension could be worthily
obtained or found.
The concept of the word and “Life” (which are the objects of
what was lost in the two stories) work as hand in glove. There is a
Work within the substitutes designed to recover the forgotten path
to that which is lost.
The duality of Man was revealed in the Fall. It was the woman, or the feminine aspect, that provided a means to the Fall; the
serpent represents ambition. The man, or the masculine ruling aspect, gave way to the woman and ambition. With this burden, the
man, the woman, and the serpent (a representation of the corporeal) were driven from the Garden (the Serpent’s exile is suggested
when his curse was to lose the ability to stand upright and to eat
dust –in other words feeding on the sins of the flesh- all the days of
his life), and the entrance to this Garden was blocked by a Cherub
with a Flaming Sword at the East Gate.
Ultimately, they were placed in the Feminine realm (Malchut-

continued from front page
The 24 Inch Gauge:

the two equilateral triangles within it. The total number of Degrees
in one full cycle of the Zodiac is 360°. The number 6 is significant
because man was created on the 6th day, according to the account
given in the book of Genesis. Therefore, each cycle of the Zodiac
contains the number of 6 within it. The 24 inch Gauge provides
two 6’s. The number 6 is considered to be feminine and extrovert,
and is associated with the knowledge of right and wrong; it is also
the Key assigned to “The Lovers” card of the Tarot.
It is my belief that God, blessed be He, reveals Himself through
each Age. With this in mind, we can apply the Kabalistic teaching
that suggests the Creator revealing Himself through 10 Emanations, or Sefirot, associated with a symbol of the Tree of Life. With
this thought we can assign a symbol of the Tree of Life to each
Age giving them a value of 10 Emanations each, which would
give each cycle of the Zodiac a value of 120 Emanations. We may
now conclude that based on this thought, there is
a need for a third cycle so that a total of 360 Emanations can be achieved- which would mirror the
360° value of the Zodiac. The front of the Gauge
only reveals two cycles, which value at only 240
Emanations. The back of the Gauge is reserved
to hold and conceal this third cycle that rules the
Ages under a new Heaven and Earth spoken of in
the Book of Revelation. A new Heaven and Earth
(new beginning) requires a new Zodiac. (I must
note that this is not a foolish attempt to predict when the “end of
time” will take place; this is only symbolic of the work done within
man - not outside of him. Because the corporeal is extrovert, it is
most natural to relate an event to the outer aspects rather than the
inner, but the work here is focused on the individual inner rather
than the collective outer.)
So, the conclusion of the Astrological aspect of the 24 inch
Gauge is that there are two cycles of the Zodiac on the front representing duality, and one concealed cycle on the back, which is
without measurement.
The Tetragrammaton
The Tetragrammaton is considered to be the ineffable name
of Deity and consists of four Hebrew letters Yud Heh Vav Heh.
There are masculine and feminine aspects of the name; the Yud
being the masculine and the Heh Vav Heh being the feminine. I
would like to note the repetition of the last or final Heh. It may be considered that the final Heh
represents the preparatory duties of the Feminine
prior to the Marriage with the Masculine. In the
book of Genesis, Abraham and Sarah’s names
were not changed to reflect the Heh until after the making of the
Covenant - the final Heh signifies a new way of life; their names
were changed from Abram and Sarai to AbraHam and SaraH. The
full accomplishment of the Covenant with the Feminine will take
place at the Wedding.
According to the creation account noted in the book of Genesis, man is created in the image and likeness of his Creator. It
is important to note that all the supernal elements of creation are
within man because man was created on the 6th day after the rest
of creation had taken place (“Nefesh HaTzimtzum Volume I”Fraenkel). The first emanation of the Tetragrammaton is the Yud
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bidden and then returned to the West Gate whence he came so that
he may be prepared with how he must approach the East Gate. The
second attempt is performed with Enlightened Preparations.
3. Ability
The Triangles are associated with man’s ability and duty in reshaping his structure. In order to do this, he must first discover
that which is lost, or buried, and learn the path by which it must
be found.
The first Triangle: In his shadow he views himself to be the
Masculine. The first part of his effort reveals an equilateral Triangle representing the first half of the number 6, with the Yud placed
as the beginning. Man himself is as a type of square composed
of the trappings of the four corners of his world. The base of the
Triangle is below signifying that the base of his faith rests upon the
corporeal with its trappings of polarity; the apex reaching above
setting out to find the Divine Spark. Sorrowfully, he continues on
with his efforts, unaware of the existence and secrets of the other
equilateral triangle.
The second Triangle: The right angled Triangle associated with
structuring through knowledge and a consciousness shift. The second part of his effort, he attempts to understand his world (the
Heh) with worldly knowledge. Foolishly he views the corporeal
world as something he must conquer by obtaining the knowledge
it provides, ultimately giving authority over to her to be ruled by
the knowledge provided. Deceived with ambition, he presses on
with his efforts.
The third is a set of two interlaced equilateral Triangles: Being deceived by his ambition, he believes that he is structured and
centered (the Vav), that he is balanced with his self-deception believing his masculinity rightfully conquered the feminine; finding
only confusion when he is refused entry through the East Gate (the
Triple Interlaced Triangle) in spite of his efforts. Now faced with
the need for the proper Preparation of his world (the final Heh),
he is returned whence he came so that he may now learn how to
approach the East Gate through properly structuring the Heh Vav
Heh and become an upright and centered Man with the knowledge
that the primary part of the ineffable Name consist of Yud Heh Vav,
which is made up of both Masculine (Yud) and Feminine (Heh
Vav), and that the he must go through the final Heh (Feminine preparatory state) and bind it to the first Heh by way of the Vav before
he can discover the Yud (the Flame and Source of Life/ the Divine
Spark/the Head of the Masculine/the World of Emanation) that is
found at the Eastern Gate that has eluded him and had been buried
deep within the confusion (rubbish) of his identity. Therefore, the
purpose of the Gauge is to focus on discovering the Yud (the Divine Spark) within by the combined process of the first three Craft
Degrees.
The Craft Degrees
The Craft Degrees are also symbolized by the Equilateral Triangle with the apex pointing upward (t fld tnd u) as the 1°; The
Pythagorean Triangle of the 2° (t fld tnd dwn ad
t le hd cnr tkd u); and the Interlaced double Triangle signifying the union of both Equilateral
Triangles (symbolic of the number 6 or unity)
- one with the apex up from the 1° and the other
with the apex down (t fld tnd dwn) from the 3°.
The process of the Craft Degrees is to unite
both Equilateral Triangles (the first and second Heh) within the

continued from page 11
The 24 Inch Gauge:

the 10th Sefirah on the Tree of Life also considered the world of
Asiyah/Action; the realm of the final Heh; this scientific realm of
knowledge) with the Masculine aspect buried deep under the sorrows of the curse. With their sorrow, man and woman will now
travel from the West Gate towards the East Gate from whence they
were exiled. But before they can approach that Gate, they must dig
deep within their sorrow and recover that which is lost, the Yud.
The man submitted to the woman and is thus buried in sorrow, the
woman desires her husband - who is buried beneath the sorrow
that is continually brought on through ambition.
That which is lost cannot be recovered unless the loss is acknowledged. After this, the Work can begin, and the Work begins
with a measurement and a rule, which is evident at the attempt of
raising the body.
The Description of the 24 inch Gauges
1. Readiness
This 24 inch Gauge is a representation of the symbol of Jacobs
Ladder; the Tree of Life; as well as the three Pillars of the Lodge.
The left side Pillar is Boaz with the Constellations within it, the
right side Pillar is Jachin with the Planets within it, and
the initiate becomes the third Pillar in development
as he passes between Boaz and Jachin. As the Lodge
furniture, the Pillar of Boaz supports the Terrestrial
Sphere upon its top and the Pillar of Jachin supports
the Celestial Sphere upon its top; the Gauge reflects
the sphere of one within the body of the other denoting
the unity of the Work of both Pillars through the Work
of the initiate.
According to certain Mystic teachings, the “left”
is considered the feminine and the “right” masculine,
and the “feminine” is generally subordinate to or ruled by the “masculine.” The
Constellations were assigned to the left not
because all Constellations are “feminine”,
but because the Constellations are ruled
by the Planets; there are both feminine
and masculine Planets and Constellations.
Therefore, the Pillar Boaz lifts up and supports the Work of Jachin, and the Pillar
Jachin lifts up and supports the Work of Boaz.
Not only can the Zodiac be considered the measurement of the heavens; it can also be considered the
ruler of the corporeal – the keeper of Time. It can also
be considered as a representation of the masculine and
feminine psyche within the personality of the emotional man. Each inch is assigned a Constellation along
with its ruling Planet. It is designed for the readiness of man’s
mind to obtain a rhythm within his days.
2. Preparedness
The Tetragrammaton represents the preparedness or development of the Spiritual identity within man, and is presented in two
different arrangements on two different Gauges. The two Gauges
represent man’s attempts in approaching and passing through the
Eastern Gate. The first attempt is a shadowy effort made in an unprepared state; in his shadow he believes he is prepared but is for12
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continued from previous column
George Washington Inagural Bible:

continued from page 12
The 24 Inch Gauge:

On April 30th, 1789 Brother George Washington was to be
sworn in as the first President of the United States. On a platform
erected for the purpose, in front of the then City Hall, were gathered the Congress of the United States, with George Washington
and Chancellor Livingston, Grand Master of Masons in the State
of New York. In front of them was an immense concourse of citizens.
Everything was ready for the administration of the oath of
office to the President of the new government, when it was discovered that a Holy Bible had not been provided on which the
President-Elect could swear allegiance to the Constitution. Jacob
Morton, who was Marshal of the parade, and at that time Master of
St. John’s Lodge, was standing close by. Seeing the dilemma they
were in, he remarked that he could get the altar Bible of St. John’s
Lodge. Chancellor Livingston begged him to do so. The Bible was
brought, and the ceremony proceeded. The stately Washington
took his oath with his right hand resting on the Bible which had
been opened to Genesis XLIX and L.
The Bible has since been used at four other inaugurations:
President Harding in 1921; President Eisenhower in 1953; President Jimmy Carter in 1977 and President George Bush Sr. in 1989.
It was also to have been used for the inauguration of George W.
Bush in 2001, but rain prevented its use.
The Bible is still in active use by the Lodge. St. Johns’ candidates take their obligation on this Bible which is also used to
obligate the Grand Master of New York.
Three other presidents have used it for their inauguration and
it was to be used at a fourth in 2001, that of George Walker Bush,
following in the footsteps of his father, President George Herbert
Walker Bush. However, inclement weather caused a last minute
cancellation in order not to expose this irreplaceable treasure to the
elements. The Bible does not travel by air; only by land so as to
minimize the potential for damage. It only travels in the presence
of three carefully selected members of St. John’s Lodge.
During the World Conference of Grand Masters, M: W: Bro
William J. Mollere had the opportunity to be photographed with
this precious artifact.

type of Square (the corporeal) that girds our loins through the
knowledge obtained from the Pythagorean Triangle (Vav). The 1°
pertains to the final Heh (the preparation); The 2° pertains to the
Vav (the structuring or centering); The 3° pertains to the first Heh
(death for resurrection towards the newness of life).
At the end of the Craft journey, the Yud (Wisdom/ Sefirah of Chokhmah) is found resting within
the Triple Interlaced Triangle - a representation
of the number 9 which is associated with universal love and inner wisdom. The number 9 is also
the assigned Key to the “Hermit” card in the Tarot
who is the old Wayfaring Man showing the Way,
encompassing youth, adulthood, and old age; walking with his staff he encompasses the answer to the
riddle of the Sphynx. The number 9 is the number
of Deity (3) added to the number of man (6); also 3
(the dimensional make up of man) + 2 (the duality
of man) + 4 (the Tetragrammaton) = 9 (Newness
of Life).
New Heaven & Earth-Newness of Life (Back
of the Gauge)
The Yud pertains to the 4°-14° of the Lodge of
Perfection, which focuses of the ineffable Name of
Deity (Yud Heh Vav Heh). Once the three dimensional make up of man is properly arranged and
structured through the Craft Degrees, the Yud provides enlightenment to perfection which is found
within the Newness of Life.
“Know Thyself”
Fraternally yours,
Quincy Gotte, 32°
Valley of Lake Charles

George Washington Inaugural Bible

St. John’s Lodge No. 1, located in New York, was warranted in
1757 and is one of the oldest Masonic Lodges in the United States.
On March 8th 1770, St. John’s Lodge suffered a catastrophic fire.
In addition to losing its earliest records and Lodge furnishings, the
original Lodge Bible was destroyed. On November 28th, 1770,
the Master of the St. John’s, Jonathan Hampton, presented a replacement Bible to the Lodge. At the time, printed Bibles were
an expensive rarity and the Lodge was fortunate indeed to benefit
from Worshipful Hampton’s generosity. The Bible was printed by
Mark Baskett, printer by Royal Appointment to the King’s Most
Excellent Majesty, London 1767. The deep gold lettering, distinctly clear on both covers, displays this inscription:
“God shall establish; St. John’s Lodge constituted 5757; Burnt
down 8th March, 5770; Rebuilt and opened November 28th, 5770.
Officers then presiding: Jonathan Hampton, Master: William Butler, Senior Warden: Isaac Heron, Junior Warden.”
The Bible is the King James Version, complete with the Apocrypha and elaborately supplemented with the historical, astronomical and legal data of that period. It contains numerous artistic steel
engravings portraying Biblical narratives from designs and paintings by old masters and engraved by the celebrated English artist,
John Stuart.

William J. Mollere, 33° SGIG & Past Grand Master with the George Washington
Inaugural Bible.
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about yourself through the ritual and its symbolism, but about others and their unique relationship to the deep philosophies and mysteries that are contained in the material, too.
A group can be as big or as small as you like. There are no
minimum requirements to start a study group, and anyone can be
the catalyst that starts one up. You also set the pace. Go as fast,
or as slow as you would like. You can meet once a week or once a
month. Your schedules will dictate the best calendar.
It can also be as formal or as casual as you’d like. Does there
need to be set meeting dates, or will you meet whenever everyone has finished the next reading assignment/quiz? Your meeting
place can be someone’s house, a conference room, or a comfortable booth in the neighborhood diner or tavern.
The key with all of this is to have fun, and to engage each other
about the meanings of Freemasonry and life itself. In fact, using
that goal, finishing the programs becomes a distant second to connecting with other people who have similar interests and learning
through more about each other through the shared experience of
conversation and fellowship.
To help the interested group seeker or leader, we have put together a short Group Leader Guide that helps navigate the logistics
and details of forming a study group. If you are interested in this,
please contact us and we will be happy to share it with you free of
charge, and to assist you in any way we can with the formation and
operation of your own study group.

Master Craftsman Program Updates
The Master Craftsman Courses have been redesigned and "reordered" to make taking the three levels currently being offered
more logical and progressive. Please re-familiarize yourself with
the Program. The educational and social aspects of Study Groups
offer increased Brotherhood. Louisiana has had very good participation in Master Craftsman, mostly from Brothers who individually are seeking More Light.
Try to organize a Study Group that will meet regularly and
assist and encourage each Master Craftsman participant to finish
all three levels, and then become a Mentor to those who are just
beginning the Program.
Overview
The Scottish Rite Master Craftsman (SRMC) program is an exciting, by-mail correspondence course designed and administered
by staff at the House of the Temple in Washington, DC, under the
guidance and leadership of the Supreme Council, 33°, of the A&A
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, USA. Upon completion of
each program listed below, the participant will be rewarded with a
medal or pins to denote multiple completions. Currently, there are
three programs that are meant to be taken in the following order:
• Program I: The Symbolic Lodge will familiarize students
with aspects of the development of Blue Lodge Masonry and
explore some of its developing symbolism. This will reveal that
the “High Degrees” began to develop soon after formation of the
Premier Grand Lodge (1717). Albert Pike’s book, Esoterika: The
Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, along with Arturo
de Hoyos’s Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide (3d ed.) will be
used to demonstrate a rational and philosophical interpretation for
much of what is found in Craft Masonry.
• Program II: Scottish Rite Ritual and History consists of
six lessons, utilizing the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide by
Arturo de Hoyos, 33°, Grand Cross, and A Bridge to Light (4th ed.)
by Rex Hutchens, 33°, Grand Cross, as its textbooks.
• Program III: Scottish Rite Philosophy uses Albert Pike’s
Morals & Dogma, Annotated Edition, by Arturo de Hoyos, 33°,
Grand Cross and returns to the ritual of the Scottish Rite to re-explore it on a deeper level, by looking for the moral lesson imparted
in each degree and then applying that lesson to one’s everyday life.
The course consists of 33 quizzes, grouped into 10 sections.
Suggested Order of Programs and Their Associated Texts
1. Master Craftsman: The Symbolic Lodge
(1º, 2º, 3º, using Albert Pike’s Esoterika: The Symbolism of the
Blue Degrees of Freemasonry)
2. Master Craftsman: Scottish Rite History and Ritual
(4º–32º, using the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide and
A Bridge to Light)
3. Master Craftsman: Scottish Rite Philosophy
(1º–32º, using Morals and Dogma and A Bridge to Light)
Master Craftsman Group Study
A group setting is far and away the best way to learn and experience all that these programs have to offer. This is simply because
Freemasonry is not a solitary pursuit, but rather a social experience — we gather in Lodges together for a reason! In fact, social
engagement while finding more light in Masonry can be (and often
is) more rewarding than simply answering some questions about
a reading assignment. This is because you are learning not only

Samuel B. Owens-32° KCCH Valley of Shreveport has been a
strong proponent of the program. He has completed all four of the
levels, including the new Master Craftsman Scottish Rite Philosophy, becoming the first member in Louisiana to do so. He is seen
in the above photograph accepting his Certificate and jewel from
Ill. Ballard L. Smith-33° G.C. Brother Owens will glady provide
guidance and support to anyone and any group interested in the
program.
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becoming secretary, scribe, recorder, gave me something to do in
many of those.
But that was Masonry – how about organizations outside of
'The Craft', for instance Church? Having been a Sunday School
Teacher for many years, on several Committees and Commissions,
gave my spare time something to do. Involvement in my college
fraternity by serving on the House Corporation for almost thirty
years, getting involved in research and historical organizations and
tracing “my roots” was and is still great enjoyment. Spending time
working with several civic and charitable groups like the Food
Bank, also allowed use of excess time and energy. Then there is
always family and friends to visit, call and keep up with which is a
pleasant part of life. Taking care of the daily chores – always making the bed every morning; checking the pool; then feed, clean,
spend time with the pets; reading the news; keeping up the normal
house chores; having several hours of “me time” - well, all of that
pretty much ate up the day, the week, the month, the year. Retire?
I list and mention all of these activities, functions, organizations
in which my life has been involved not in a vainglorious manner,
but to stop and take an inventory of where did the hours go – we
all need to do that, and then to hopefully encourage each person
to stop and to take inventory of the daily, weekly, monthly, annual
activities, functions and organizational involvement – many times
we forget how involved we really are. Do you have enough to do?
We go from task to task not stopping, and yet looking forward to
that point in time when we can “retire”.
All of the Degrees of Scottish Rite seek to teach the votary to
recognize and challenge a balance in life – a never ending search.
If we take on, assume, volunteer to be a part of something in life
– whether husband, father, Brother, employee, employer, devoted
church member, good neighbor, loyal friend – our pledge is to do
our duty and to be better than ourselves; to love; to help, aid and
support; to uphold that in which we have engaged ourselves. Are
you every day being a Secret Master, a Perfect Elu, a Knight Rose
Croix, a Knight Kadosh, a Master of the Royal Secret? You promised. How good is your word? Do you have enough to do, to be
all that you pledged and still to be better than yourself? I trust and
pray that you are. Thank you for continuing to be my busy Scottish
Rite Brother.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Do You Have Enough To Do?
At our Annual Scottish Rite HOMECOMING held toward the
end of April in Lake Charles, a good Brother came up to me between Degrees and stated, “Well since you have finished your year
in the Grand Lodge and retired as Grand Master, you must really
be enjoying having nothing to do”. There was really no way to answer that if it was made as a statement, and yet no way to answer
it if it was asked as a question – “Yes, I have nothing to do; No, I
can now get back to doing nothing.” On the drive back home, it
occurred to me that the Brother must have felt that being Grand
Master required work, but being SGIG was not work and now I
could lounge around, doing little to nothing and enjoy just being
involved in Scottish Rite – retired.
No one ever really retires until The Supreme Grand Master
calls you Home; you are always going to be doing something.
True, there are some people who retire from a vocation and they
do go home and do nothing and begin to rust, grow moss on their
legs, and soon die from boredom, or they might be shot by their
wives for being in the way, under-foot, always around the house –
but doing nothing productive results in an early and certain death.
Then there are most retirees who get back to being useful in “nonpaying” areas. When I retired from working, also known as being
paid for going to a job daily, I tried doing nothing for several days
– lounging around, not shaving, watching daytime TV, and began
to go a little crazy. I realized that I had to be doing something! I
was lucky once I got over those two, yes two, crazy days – there
was plenty to do. Several friends who were environmental consultants called and asked me to come and help – part-time. What
means part-time? It was a good transitional period going from the
40-50 hour week to the 20-30 hour week! Part-time?
But I had Freemasonry all around too. I always had Mother
Lodge and also my two other Lodges with a seat waiting and where
my three Perpetual Memberships ensured a current Dues Cards.
Then getting more involved in York Rite was actually fun because
of the monthly early Saturday morning fellowship. Of course there
was also Shrine, and being on the Shreveport Hospital Board of
Governors allowed more time to work with that glorious institution. Many years of involvement with DeMolay had been greatly
diminished as the 'torch was passed' to younger, much more energetic, and excited Advisors. There was, is and hopefully will be
for years to come, my Scottish Rite involvement. Over the years, I
had been invited to become a member of almost all of the Masonic
“honor groups” and allowed to preside over most. Enjoying then

Thankfully and fraternally – Bill Mollere
Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Louisiana
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Did You Know?

In the early 1950s the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States initiated a program
to help children with speech and language
disorders. The results obtained from this
program led to the establishment of RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program clinics to provide diagnostic evaluation and treatment of speech and language
disorders, as well as learning disabilities.
Today, there are SRCLP clinics, centers, and special programs operating or
planned for children and therapists located
throughout the United States. Each facility
is staffed by speech-language pathologists
or other trained personnel. Through the
support of Scottish Rite members, these
clinics, centers, and programs continue to
increase. The value of this philanthropy has
long been apparent. Tens of thousands of
youngsters across the United States have
been helped significantly. With the good
work of dedicated clinicians and parents,
the Scottish Rite has achieved successes
that could only be imagined a few years
back. Children who might have remained
educationally behind for
a lifetime can now talk,
read, and lead productive
lives.

Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Centers
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
14598 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Campbell Hall - Room 102
Hammond, LA 70402
Telephone: (985) 549-2214
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
231 Hebrard Blvd Burk-Hawthorne Hall
Lafayette, LA 70504
Telephone: (337) 482-6490
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

